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1. 1. In the area affected by the 2012 seismic sequence, several strong earthquakes have 

occurred in the past. The most significant seismic activity was the Ferrara earthquake of 

1570, which culminated in a quake of magnitude 5.4, while the seismic sequence lasted four 

years, causing serious damage to the city of Ferrara and its surroundings. 

 

2.  The last seismic event with medium energy occurred on 15 October 1996 with the 1996 

Reggio Emilia earthquake, which caused moderate damage to the unreinforced walls of 

Reggio Emilia and other small towns in the Po Valley. 

 

3. The earthquakes of May 20 and May 29 caused severe damage to rural and industrial 

buildings, water channeling works, as well as to historic buildings and monuments and old 

stone or cobblestone civil buildings. 

 

4. Following the earthquakes of 20 and 29 May 2012, most of the monuments and places of 

artistic interest included in a large area were seriously damaged or partially collapsed, from 

Mantua to Modena to Ferrara to some municipalities in the province of Bologna. 

 

5.  The Panàro is a river in Emilia-Romagna, the last right tributary of the river Po. Near 

Bomporto it flows into the Modena Naviglio thus becoming navigable up to the confluence 

with the Po, which occurs just west of Ferrara, centers of Stellata and Salvatonica. 

 

6.  The river Po It crosses 13 provinces, for most of its course the Po flows on a flat territory to 

which it gives its name, the Po Valley. Due to the geographical position, the length, the 

basin and the historical, social and economic events that have affected the river since ancient 

times, the Po is recognized as the most important of the rivers in Italy. 
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7.  The territory of the Municipality of Bondeno is located in the Po valley, at the western end 

of the province of Ferrara, on the border with the provinces of Mantova, Modena and 

Rovigo. Bondeno is however part of the "upper Ferrara" as the upper and lower Ferrara 

division is of geographical-political origin and concerns the whole western part of the 

province of Ferrara, whose municipalities first created an inter-municipal association of the 

same name. 

 

8. Archaeological investigations carried out in the municipal area of Bondeno attest to the 

presence of human settlements since the Neolithic and subsequently from the Bronze Age 

and the Roman Age. That of Bondeno is a long history of floods and great works undertaken 

to defend itself from the waters and channel them in order to allow cultivation. 


